
Dear Providencia Parents, 

Our goal this year is to ensure that every student attends school regularly. Attendance matters! 

Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and 
continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role 
in making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for 
success in school and in life. 

We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. But, we also 
know that when students miss too much school— regardless of the reason – it can cause them to fall 
behind academically.  Your child is less likely to succeed if he or she is chronically absent—which means 
missing 18 or more days over the course of an entire school year. Research shows:     

• Children chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to read at grade level
by the end of 3rd grade.

• By 6th grade, chronic absence is a proven early warning sign for students at risk for dropping out
of school.

• By 9th grade good attendance can predict graduation rates even better than 8th grade test scores.

Absences can add up quickly.  A child is chronically absent if he or she misses just two days every month! 

Clearly going to school regularly matters! 

We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged.  Please ensure that your child 
attends school every day and arrives on time.   Here are a few practical tips to help support regular 
attendance: 

• Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and establish a morning routine.
• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.
• Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are truly sick.
• Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session.
• Talk to your child’s teacher and/or Miss Carly, our Intervention Specialist, for advice if your child

feels anxious about going to school.  Miss Carly’s email address is:  carlygilmore@burbankusd.org
• Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up.  Call on a family member,

neighbor, or another parent to take your child to school.

Let us know how we can best support you and your children so that they can show up for school on time 
every day.   We want your child to be successful in school!  If you have any questions or need more 
information please don’t hesitate to contact the front office.  Most importantly, don’t forget to call the 
office first thing in the morning if your child is going to be absent for any reason.  

Sincerely, 

Jen Culbertson 
Principal 

mailto:carlygilmore@burbankusd.org


  
 
 

 
 
 
               
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

PARENT POWER!!  
There are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school.  Here are a few ideas: 
☺ Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your child brings home.  Fill out forms to return the next     
    day. Information packets go home every Monday. 
☺ Ask your child’s teacher, PTA or PFC (Prov Fundraising Committee) if you can help them out at school or at home. You 
must be a cleared volunteer to help.  Apply online today at https://www.burbankusd.org/Page/1330 and follow the directions. 
☺ Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts.  From time to time, send a thank-you note or an e-mail. 
☺ Contact your youngster’s teacher immediately if you see a problem.  Working together will help your child succeed. 
☺ Attend conferences, parent meetings, and school events regularly. 

A Note From the School Nurse 
by Peggy Kurihara RN 
 

You’ve heard if from your parents.  Now, you’re trying to convince your children.  Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Why is this true? 
 

1. Breakfast fuels the body after sleeping through the night.  It gives energy to children to be active in school. 
2. Skipping breakfast may cause a child to be tired, irritable and have a stomach ache.  They cannot focus on school work to the best of their ability. 
3. Children who skip breakfast tend to be overweight because they overeat at lunch or they snack on high carbohydrate, sugar heavy food in the later 

morning. 
 

It is a challenge to encourage healthy foods, as well.  Consider these tips: 
 

1. Stock your kitchen with healthy food choices. 
2. Prepare foods the night before.  Get ready-fresh fruit; whole grain, low sugar cereals; low fat yogurt; and nuts.  Keep in mind that pop tarts and 

breakfast bars are quick and easy to pack but high in sugar and calories. 
3. Encourage as many whole wheat products and low fat dairy products.    Breakfast does not have to be your traditional egg and toast fare.  Change it up 

to make it interesting: 
-Low fat yogurt topped with nuts and fresh berries, 
-Oatmeal sprinkled with nuts and a pinch of cinnamon, 
-Whole grain toasted bread smeared with a nut butter and sliced bananas, 
-Sliced cucumbers and hummus in a whole wheat pita, 
-Whole wheat tortilla topped with cheese, folded over and microwaved for 20 seconds, 
-Lean turkey and tomato on a toasted English muffin. 
 

If children are running late or are too tired to eat in the morning, send them to school with some of these foods in a baggie so they can nosh at nutrition/recess. 
 

Remember, Healthy Children, with Breakfast on Board, Learn Better. For more information, please refer to KidsHealth.org or cdc.gov 
 

Peggy Kurihara, RN, MN 
 

Credentialed School Nurse 
Luther Burbank Middle School 
Providencia Elementary School               
 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
If your child received free or reduced lunches last 
school year, you will need to reapply again this 
school year.  The regular cost for brunch is $1.75 
and for lunch is $3.00.    
Please inform your student in the morning if you will 
be bringing lunch to them.  We cannot call classes 
to let them know it’s in the Office. It is their 
responsibility to check in the Office for their lunch.   

ABSENCES 
The preferred method of reporting your child’s absence is to call the Office at (818) 729-3100.  Office hours are from 7:30 
am – 4:00 pm.  You will need to state your child’s name, your name, relationship to student, teacher’s name, date and reason 
for absence. Only parents can excuse absences.   

TARDIES 
 

The Pacific gate closes promptly at 8:28 am as students need to be in their seats at 8:30 am. If your child is not in the gate 
by 8:28 am, you will need to come into the office and fill out a tardy slip.   

EARLY PICK UP 
Please try to schedule appointments after school hours if possible. If you need to pick you child up early from school due to a 
medical appt., please come into the Office to sign them out.  You will need to allow a little extra time so that the office staff 
can summon your child.  If your child arrives late or leaves early for a medical appointment, documentation from the medical 
appointment is now required in order for the absence to be excused.  Remember, taking your student out early for personal 
or vacation reasons are unexcused and affect Perfect Attendance.  

SAFETY 
•When going to and from school, please make sure to cross your child 
in the crosswalk.  
•While driving through the Safety Valet, please drive slowly and 
cautiously.  Please set a good example for your student by being 
respectful of the rules, parents, students and Campus Supervisors. 
Double parking is illegal and unsafe. 
•Children cannot be dropped off before 8:05 am.  There is no 
supervision.  For your child’s safety, students are not allowed to wait 
outside the gate alone.    

https://www.burbankusd.org/Page/1330


WELCOME BACK FROM OUR 
PTA & PFC (Providencia Fundraising Committee) 

 

 

 

 

When the Los Angeles sun hits the 100s and your credit cards are maxed out with copious amounts of 
baby wipes, but your kids have been out of diapers for years, it means one thing.  BACK TO SCHOOL! 

As returning PTA President and the fearless leader of the Providencia Fundraising Committee (formerly 
called Providencia Booster Club), we want to wish everyone a great 2019-2020 school year!  We are 
eager to make this school year the best yet at Providencia.  Working together with the support of our 
excellent staff and parent volunteers, we can provide an educational environment beyond the 
mandated standard. 

Because that’s what is at the core of PTA and PFC at Providencia.  Supporting the school and the 
students to enrich lives. 

Some of you may not know what PTA and PFC are or the differences between them, so we’re here to 
break it down for you. 

PTA is a child advocacy group.  Anything PTA does must be for the whole student 
body.  Yes, PTA fundraises because money is needed to pay for all those buses for 
field trips and super cool assemblies during the year.  PTA also provides a book to 
every child on Dr. Seuss’ birthday, hosts the Holiday Boutique, book fairs, and much 
more. 

PFC is a school organization that raises money to support underfunded important Providencia programs. 
It supports the rockin’ music and dance programs for all students, Outdoor Science School for 5thgraders, 
as well as other special treats like Popsicle days, Harvest Festival, and more. All supporters of 
Providencia are considered to be PFC members.  

This year we have a ton of great events planned for our amazing students and staff: assemblies, weekly 
music education, Harvest Festival, book fairs, literacy nights…  The list goes on! We are also looking for 
new ideas. What are you passionate about for your kids?  Is it more visual arts education?  More 
science?  Maybe you want to advocate for more meal choices in the cafeteria?  A crosswalk, anyone?  
There are many ways to get involved, both big and small, to support our amazing school. 

First step is to join PTA by joining online at https://jointotem.com/ca/burbank/providencia-elem/join or 
filling out the PTA membership envelop and check, and support PFC with their 
direct donation drive that ends September 6th.  

Second, attend the PFC and PTA meetings.  The September PFC meeting is 
September 17th  at 6pm, followed by the PTA meeting at 7pm.  Babysitting and 
snacks will be provided at the PTA meeting.  PTA must have a certain amount 
of members in attendance to meet mandated quorums to conduct 
business.  Please come!             Continues on the next page…. 

https://jointotem.com/ca/burbank/providencia-elem/join


WELCOME BACK FROM OUR 
PTA & PFC (Providencia Fundraising Committee) 

Continued from previous page…. 

Both PTA and PFC have events coming up fast that need your support.  PFC has Donuts with Dads 
coming up on September 20th, and Harvest Festival is October 18th.  PTA has our wonderful Reflections 
Art Contest, the first book fair the week of September 23rd, Red Ribbon Week in October (think: healthy 
lifestyle choices for kids), and will be kicking off the fall fundraiser.  

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to an amazing school year! 

Chris Cookson and Tanya Whitford 

(PTA President)      (PFC Chair) 

Both parents of 3rd graders and 6th graders (gah!), who are still happily volunteering in our 7th years at 
Prov!  

 
                

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 
 
Acompáñenos a las reuniones de ELAC… 
¡Hola padres de estudiantes en Providencia! Mi nombre es Rosy Pozos y este 
año estoy trabajando como la nueva enlace de la comunidad. Estaré en la  
oficina de lunes a viernes de 12:30- 2:30 de la tarde para responder sus 
preguntas acerca de la educación de sus hijos.   
¡Espero conocerlos a todos en la primera reunión de ELAC el 13 de septiembre!  
 

Come join us at ELAC… 
Hello Providencia parents! My name is Rosy Pozos and I am the new Community Liaison at 
Providencia Elementary. I will be in the office Monday-Friday from 12:30-2:30pm to answer 
your questions regarding your child’s education.  
I look forward to meeting you all at the first ELAC meeting on September 13!  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Sept. 5th – Spirit Assembly & Coffee with Culbertson 
Sept. 10th & 24th – Popsicle sales $1 
Sept. 13th – ELAC meeting  
Sept. 17th – PFC (6-7pm) & PTA (7-8pm) meetings  
Sept.  20th – Donuts with Dad 
Sept.  23rd –27th –Book Fair 
Sept. 27th – Community Read In 



Become a Providencia Volunteer  
 

Do you want to go on your child’s fieldtrip, volunteer in the 
classroom, or during an event at Providencia? 
At the beginning of the school year, parents who wish to volunteer at Providencia 
Elementary and/or go on Fieldtrips must fill out the BUSD Volunteer Application 
online. 
These are the steps to follow: 
First, go on the following website: https://www.burbankusd.org/Page/1330  

A few reminders:  
*Please do NOT select Volunteer for overnight trip or Volunteer for student transportation.   
*You may upload a valid TB risk assessment (completed within the last four years) and current ID 
-If you’re not able to upload these documents please bring them to Rosy Pozos, Volunteer Coordinator.  
Next, wait for an e-mail indicating that your application has been approved.  
Please make sure you communicate with your child’s teacher before volunteering in the classroom.  
 
Please see below for places to have your TB risk assessment and/or examination completed. 

 
TB Clinic for BUSD Volunteers Offered ONCE annually 

John Burroughs High School 
1920 W. Clark Avenue Burbank, CA 91506 

 

Tuberculosis Risk Assessment and $5.00 Skin Tests will be Administered: 
Monday, September 23, 2019 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

 
Other Places where you can go to get a TB risk assessment and/or examination are: 
 
All-Inclusive Community  
Health Center 
1311 North San Fernando Blvd 
Burbank, CA 91504 
818-843-9900 
 

Please call before to check availability 
and fees. 

 

      
 
Burbank Occupational Health    
Center 
3413 Pacific Avenue 
Burbank, CA 91505 
818-953-4408 

 
 

 

 
CVS Minute Clinic 
511 N Hollywood Way 
Burbank, CA 91505 
818-841-0710 
 
 

      
 

 
  
 

We need volunteers for Morning Reading Club &  
Accelerated Reader (AR) After School 

 
We need volunteers to be able to start and supervise our Morning Reading Club. We also need volunteers for 
our AR After School Program that is run completely by volunteers. Students are not able to take AR tests at 
home, so we make it possible for them to take tests after school. Last year, we opened the Computer Lab on 

Mondays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:00 pm.  We are looking for a few volunteers to make sure we can 
continue offering this program. You will help students log in to 

their accounts if they need help and assist younger kids by 
reading them books or helping them read themselves. You must 
have BUSD Volunteer clearance. No experience necessary. 

Training provided! 
 

https://www.burbankusd.org/Page/1330


GO PANTHERS! 

PROVIDENCIA FUNDRAISING 
Collect Box Top labels – now digitally!   
Submit as many Box Tops for Education as you can, as each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our 
school, and those dimes add up fast. 
Just scan your receipt or digital Box Top label to earn! For clipped labels, place them in a baggie 
marked with your student’s name and room number on the front and drop them in the box in 
the front office in order to receive credit. 
Check out BoxTops.com for coupons and contests to win for our school. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Shop at the Burbank Town Center Mall and the surrounding shops. Take a break at the food 
court and grab a bite to eat!  Every time you make a purchase at one of these establishments 
and turn in the receipts, Providencia has the potential to win the Grand Prize of $6,000 for our 
school at the end of the school year!  Every receipt counts, large or small!  
 
This contest has already started, so get shopping!   

It’s time to re-register your Ralph’s card!  Every September 1st you will 
need to re-register your card. 
Every dollar you spend at Ralphs will go towards helping our school!  It’s easy, it’s 
quick, and will only take a few minutes to go online and complete the process.  
 

You can register your card by going on www.ralphs.com and click on Community, 
Ralph Community Contribution Program.  If you do not already have an account, 
click on “No Account”. Register or just sign in on the account you have already 
created to sign up for this year. 
 

Please encourage your friends, family and neighbors to register their cards also.  
Anywhere there is a Ralphs store, our school can earn money. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Earn money for Providencia programs by shopping on Amazon!  
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select 
Providencia Elementary to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. Amazon will remember your charitable selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to Providencia PTA! 
 

 

 

 

POPSICLES, POPSICLES AND POPSICLES! 
PFC is on our campus every other Tuesday at 1:30 pm with popsicles for 
sale!  They are only $1!!  Check the calendar for dates and don’t forget  
your dollar!!  
The September dates are September 10th and September 24th.   
    

T-SHIRTS SALES 
Show your school spirit by wearing your Panthers T-shirt every 
Friday.  They crew neck shirts are $11 each for child and adult sizes.  
T-shirts must be prepaid at the time you place your order. You may  
leave your order form with payment, (exact change only), in the Office  
and your shirts will be delivered to your child’s classroom within a week.   

                                                           

http://www.ralphs.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dads, Grandpas, Uncles, or any other 
positive male influence  

 

The Providencia Fundraising Committee would 
like to invite you and your student to join us 

for a donut, orange juice, and socializing 
 

 on  
 

Friday, September 20, 2019 
 

At 
 

7:30 a.m. 
 

In the Community Room   
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